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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

For the Examiner's convenience, a list of all claims is included below. 

1 . (Currently amended) A method comprising; 

processing at least one control unit to retrieve communication information related to data 
received along at least one communication link in a network, the communication information 
including frame delineation information and delay information : 

storing said at least one control unit in at least one buffer; and 

processing said at least one control unit to retrieve link information related to said at least 
one communication link, the link information including at least one of link status information, 
link transmission order information, and state machine information . 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving said at least one control unit after each frame of a plurahty of frames of said 
data received along said at least one communication Hnk. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said at least one control imit is a 
control protocol cell. 

4. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 2, wherein said processing to 
retrieve said communication information further comprises: 
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r e tri e ving fram e information r e lat e d to said e ach fram e of said plurality of fram e s of said 

dataj 

r e tri e ving d e lay information r e lat e d to said at l e ast on e communication linlc; and 
creating a delay profile in said at least one buffer using said delay information. 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein said each frame fixrther comprises a 
predetermined number of data units. 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 5, wherein each data unit of said 
predetermined number of data units is a data cell. 

7. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said buffer is a delay compensated 
buffer. 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said processing to retrieve said link 
information fixrther comprises: 

retrieving said link information after a predetermined period of time determined in a 
delay profile of said buffer. 

9. (Original) The method according to claim 4, wherein said processing to retrieve said link 
information fiorther comprises: 

retrieving said link information after a predetermined period of time determined in said 
delay profile of said buffer. 
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10. (Original) The method according to claim 8, wherein said link information further 
comprises information related to deletion of said at least one communication link. 

11. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said network is an Asynchronous 
Transfer Mode (ATM) communication network. 

12. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said at least one communication 
link is a Tl communication link. 

13. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said at least one communication 
link is an El communication link. 

14. (Original) The method according to claim 11, wherein said network enables 
communication according to an Inverse Multiplexing Asynchronous Transfer Mode (IMA) 
communication protocol. 

15. (Currently amended) A system comprising: 

at least one communication processing module for processing at least one control unit to 
retrieve communication information related to data received along at least one communication 
link in a network, the communication information including frame delineation information and 
delay information : 

at least one buffer coupled to said at least one communication processing module for 
storing said at least one control unit; and 
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a state processing module coupled to said at least one buffer for processing said at least 
one control unit to retrieve link information related to said at least one communication link, the 
link information including at least one of link status information, link transmission order 
information, and state machine information. 

16. (Original) The system according to claim 15, wherein said at least one communication 
processing module further receives said at least one control unit after each frame of a plurality of 
frames of said data received along said at least one communication link. 

17. (Original) The system according to claim 15, wherein said at least one control unit is a 
control protocol cell. 

18. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 16, wherein said at least one 
communication processing module fiirther r e triev e s fram e information relat e d to said each frame 
of said plurality of fram e s of said data, retriev e s d e lay information r e lat e d to said at l e ast one 
communication linlc and creates a delay profile in said at least one buffer using said delay 
information. 

19. (Original) The system according to claim 16, wherein said each frame fiirther comprises 
a predetermined nimiber of data units. 

20. (Original) The system according to claim 1 9, wherein each data unit of said 
predetermined number of data units is a data cell. 



5 of 16 



Docket No. 081862.P237 
LJV/TAV/rkc 



Patent 



21. (Original) The system according to claim 15, wherein said buffer is a delay compensated 
buffer. 

22. (Original) The system according to claim 15, wherein said at least one state processing 
module further retrieves said link information after a predetermined period of time determined in 
a delay profile of said buffer. 

23. (Original) The system according to claim 18, wherein said at least one state processing 
module further retrieves said link information after a predetermined period of time determined in 
said delay profile of said buffer. 

24. (Original) The system according to claim 22, wherein said link information further 
comprises information related to deletion of said at least one communication link. 

25. (Original) The system according to claim 15, wherein said network is an Asynchronous 
Transfer Mode (ATM) communication network. 

26. (Original) The system according to claim 15, wherein said at least one communication 
link is a Tl communication link. 

27. (Original) The system according to claim 15, wherein said at least one communication 
link is an El communication link. 
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28. (Original) The system according to claim 25, wherein said network enables 
communication according to an Inverse Multiplexing Asynchronous Transfer Mode (IMA) 
communication protocol. 

29. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium containing executable instructions 
which, when executed in a processing system, cause the system to perform a method comprising: 

processing at least one control imit to retrieve communication information related to data 
received along at least one communication link in a network, the communication information 
including frame delineation information and delay information : 

storing said at least one control unit in at least one buffer; and 

processing said at least one control unit to retrieve link information related to said at least 
one commimication link, the link information including at least one of link status information, 
link transmission order information, and state machine information . 

30. (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 29, wherein the method 
further comprises: 

receiving said at least one control unit after each frame of a plurality of frames of said 
data received along said at least one communication link. 

31 . (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 29, wherein said at least 
one control unit is a control protocol cell. 

32. (Currently amended) The computer readable medium according to claim 30, wherein 
said processing to retrieve said communication information further comprises: 
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r e tri e ving fram e information r e lat e d to said e ach fram e of said plurality of fram e s of said 

data; 

r e tri e ving d e lay information r e lat e d to said at l e ast on e communication linlc; and 
creating a delay profile in said at least one buffer using said delay information. 

33. (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 30, wherein said each 
frame further comprises a predetermined number of data units. 

34. (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 33, wherein each data unit 
of said predetermined number of data units is a data cell. 

35. (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 29, wherein said buffer is 
a delay compensated buffer. 

36. (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 29, wherein said 
processing to retrieve said link information further comprises: 

retrieving said link information after a predetermined period of time determined in a 
delay profile of said buffer. 

37. (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 32, wherein said 
processing to retrieve said link information further comprises: 

retrieving said link information after a predetermined period of time determined in said 
delay profile of said buffer. 
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38. (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 36, wherein said link 
information further comprises information related to deletion of said at least one communication 
link. 

39. (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 29, wherein said network 
is an Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) communication network. 

40. (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 29, wherein said at least 
one communication link is a Tl communication link. 

41. (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 29, wherein said at least 
one communication link is an El communication link. 

42. (Original) The computer readable medium according to claim 39, wherein said network 
enables communication according to an Inverse Multiplexing Asynchronous Transfer Mode 
(IMA) communication protocol. 

43. (Currently amended) A system comprising: 

means for processing at least one control unit to retrieve communication information 
related to data received along at least one communication link in a network, the communication 
information including frame delineation information and delay information : 

means for storing said at least one control unit in at least one buffer; and 
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means for processing said at least one control unit to retrieve link information related to 
said at least one commimication link, the link information including at least one of link status 
information, link transmission order information, and state machine information . 

44. (Original) The system according to claim 43, further comprising: 

means for receiving said at least one control unit after each frame of a plurality of frames 
of said data received along said at least one communication link. 

45. (Original) The system according to claim 43, wherein said at least one control unit is a 
control protocol cell. 

46. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 44, fiirther comprising: 
m e ans for retri e ving fram e information r e lated to said e ach frame of said plurality of 

fram e s of said data; 

m e ans for r e tri e ving delay information r e lated to said at l e ast on e communication linlc; 

nil LI 

means for creating a delay profile in said at least one buffer using said delay information. 

47. (Original) The system according to claim 44, wherein said each frame ftirther comprises 
a predetermined number of data units. 

48. (Original) The system according to claim 47, wherein each data unit of said 
predetermined number of data units is a data cell. 
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49. (Original) The system according to claim 43, wherein said buffer is a delay compensated 
buffer. 

50. (Original) The system according to claim 43, further comprising: 

means for retrieving said link information after a predetermined period of time 
determined in a delay profile of said buffer. 

5 1 . (Original) The system according to claim 46, further comprising: 

means for retrieving said link information after a predetermined period of time 
determined in said delay profile of said buffer. 

52. (Original) The system according to claim 50, wherein said link information further 
comprises information related to deletion of said at least one communication link. 

53. (Original) The system according to claim 43, wherein said network is an Asynchronous 
Transfer Mode (ATM) communication network. 

54. (Original) The system according to claim 43, wherein said at least one communication 
link is a Tl communication hnk. 

55. (Original) The system according to claim 43, wherein said at least one communication 
link is an El communication link. 
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56. (Original) The system according to claim 53, wherein said network enables 
communication according to an Inverse Multiplexing Asynchronous Transfer Mode (IMA) 
communication protocol. 
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